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imbroglio. Ecclesiastically he was a subject of the Domini*
can Congregation of Lombardy, who was led to desire
independence and a pied a terre in Florence. Don Piero
de' Medici, seeing naught amiss, supported his application
to Rome for the separation of the Tuscan Dominicans
from allegiance to the Lombard Congregation; for, it was
urged, the erection of a separate Congregation for Lom-
bardy would add to the dignity of Florence, and would be
a slight to Milan. The Lord Alexander P.P. VI, when the
case was laid before Him in 1493, was inclined to favour
Milan on account of the Vicechancellor-Cardinal who was
brother to the usurping Regent; but, on the advice of Car-
dinal Oliviero Carafa, who officially had examined the
matter on its merits, and who reported in favour of Don
Piero de' Medici and the weird friar, the Pope's Holiness
issued the Bull of Separation on the twenty-second of May
that same year. Fra Girolamo Savonarola then transferred
himself to the new Tuscan Congregation, was elected Prior
of San Marco and Vicar-General; and so became the abso-
lute ruler of the Dominicans in Florence, and subject only
to the General of the Religion of St. Dominic, and to the
Pope, in Rome.
He was a truly pious man, of the hard ascetic type, and
very masterful. He used his independence rigorously to
reform his Convent of San Marco, with, for a wonder, the
complete concurrence of his friars; and so he formed a
centre of the exclusively religious life. He would make no
compromise whatever. He would have God entirely served;
and countenance no paltering with Mammon. He utterly
spat upon and defied the World He burned every pretty
worldly thing. Lewd lovely Florence executed a quick
change, and followed him in sackcloth and ashes. The
alluring melody of Lorenzo de' Medici's Canti Carnaleschi
was drowned in the chaunting of the Miserere mei Dcus
and the Seven Penitential Psalms with Litanies; while dis-
ciplines and scourges in the public streets fell like flails